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North Carolina Peanut Growers
elect
Mike Belch President
A peanut farmer from Northampton County, Mike, along with wife Cindy and son Brandon, raise peanuts, cotton, corn and soybeans. An active
member of the NC Farm Bureau, he serves as Vice President of the
Northampton County FB Board. Mike is Chair of the NC Farm Bureau
Peanut Committee and a past President of North Carolina Peanut Growers. He is Chair of the Northampton County Voluntary Ag District.
Mike and his family attend First Baptist Church of Conway.

South Carolina Annual Meeting - January 25, 2018
The Annual South Carolina State Peanut Growers’ Meeting will be held on January 25 th at the
Santee Conference Center. List of speakers to include Albert Culbreath, David Jordan, Dell Cotton, Tyron Spearman and Clemson University specialists.
Registration and industry exhibits begin at 8:30 am. Stop by for the latest peanut production information and market updates. Contact Dan Anco at 803-284-3343 x261 or danco@clemson.edu
with questions about the meeting or if you would like to be a sponsor. The Santee Conference
Center is located at 1737 Bass Drive/SC-15, Santee, SC 29142 and has plenty of room for parking.

Virginia Annual Meeting - February 14, 2018
President Billy Bain is pleased to invite all peanut producers and others with an interest in the Virginia peanut industry to the Virginia Peanut Growers Association’s 71st Annual Meeting to be held on
February 14, 2018 at the Workforce Development Center in Franklin. The meeting is once again being
held in conjunction with the statewide peanut production meeting.
The day’s events begin at 9:00 AM with the production meeting featuring the latest in research results.
The Association’s meeting will follow lunch. During the day, there will be reports and updates on research, production, marketing, Association business, and the trophy presentations to county and state
yield winners. The National Peanut Board will be on the program as will nominations for the Virginia
Peanut Board and Virginia Peanut Growers Association Board members.
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Tom Isleib: Comments from the
North Carolina Peanut Growers Association Annual Meeting
When Bob Sutter invited me to
speak at today’s meeting, he said
I could talk about anything I
wanted. Really? ANYTHING?
People who know me know that
that is a dangerous proposition:
given free reign, you never know
what might come out of this
mouth. Cuss words. Blasphemy.
Historical trivia. Quotations of
movie dialog. Some flock of blah.
But I would like to start by
thanking you, the peanut growers of North Carolina, for your
unwavering support over the
past 28 years and to tell you
something you probably do not
know about your executive director. You can tell by my speech
that something bad has happened to me. Well, I was already
a Yankee before stroking out in
2011, so I already talked sort of
funny before that. Thank god
not a Yankee one from Maine as
was Don Emery, my predecessor
two breeders back. I have been
asked more than once if I knew
Don and what had caused that
speech impediment he had which
was really just a thick Maine accent.
My mother was from
Maine, but she left there young
and lost most of the Maine accent. She only betrayed it on a
couple of words, “lawbstuh” and
“chowduh,” and it did not rub off
on her sons. I did know Don Emery, and he had that accent heavily. Eh-yah, he dit.
I had my stroke while on a Lake
Michigan fishing charter on August 5, 2011. The charter was a
30th birthday present for my son
from his wife. I suppose the
stroke was my gift to him. Had
it in front of him, his wife, and
my father. Made it back to shore
alive thanks to the quick action
of charter captain Bob Smith.
We were met by the Glen Arbor
rescue squad who packed me into
an ambulance and made the half

-hour drive to the hospital in
Traverse City. There they were
not well equipped to handle that
kind of stroke and airlifted me
by helicopter to another hospital.
Then I spent several weeks on
my back in hospital beds losing a
pound a day, first in Grand Rapids, Michigan, then in Raleigh. I
was alive but pretty much a
wreck. Although my wife tells
me I was awake for much of it,
cussing and flashing people and
generally misbehaving, I do not
remember any of that. Woke up
for good over in Wake Medical
Center after a month, looked
down and said, “Hey, lookee, I’m
SKINNY! Wait a sec, I’m wearing a DIAPER! And there’s a
GLASS TUBE sticking out of my
STOMACH!”
I owe my wife
Sandy a great debt for her constancy and hard work in bringing me back. It took a good couple of years and still goes on today.
That first harvest season, technician Susan Copeland brought me
out to the research station where
I sat in the van at the edge of the
field because I could not walk on
plowed-up soil, watching the
crew go at the work. It drove her
crazy when she saw that I was
timing the combine passes
through the field, but I was just
bored and trying to figure out
when we would get done. I owe
Susan big time, too, as well as
numerous colleagues who
stepped up to get my work done
when I couldn’t: Susana MillaLewis, Tom Stalker, and David Jordan. The people at the
research stations were a big help
as well, but then they are all the
time. I appreciated it even more
that first fall back on the job. It
was a big deal just to make it
into the office, half days at first,
then more as time went by.
You may not know it, but har-

vest time is when we researchers
have to write our annual reports
and grant proposals to the N.C.
Peanut Growers Association so
the Board can read and evaluate
them by their early December
meeting. This year’s time is
coming up. I had some ongoing
projects and was able to more or
less copy and update the previous year’s proposals to keep
them going. Good thing. I could
type at the computer much better than I could write by hand,
something that is still an issue
to this day, but it was still tough,
slow going. My proposals and
reports were finally cobbled together and submitted. Then Bob
Sutter invited the applicants,
including goofed-up me, to appear before the Board to give
oral progress reports and make
requests for renewals and new
research. I had no real business
being there - it was my first time
in a suit since July, and it took
nearly half an hour to button up
my shirt and tie my tie with
these palsied hands.
We all met at the livestock facility in Kingsboro. When my turn
came to present reports and proposals, Bob introduced me with
some kind words, and off I went,
gabbling away in what then
passed for speech. As the talk
went on, I could see by the looks
on the faces of some of the Board
members that they were having
serious trouble understanding
that speech. I finished, shut up
and sat down, and the next scientist on the agenda got up. As
is customary, we shared a meal
with the Board after the talks,
then the NCSU folks were excused to return to Raleigh while
the Board determined how to
carve up the year’s research
budget.
Bob has never said so to me, but
I’ll bet it took some serious arm-

twisting to get the Board to agree
to fund my projects. They could
have just said, “Did you hear him
trying to talk?
Somebody
dressed him up in a nice suit, but
that guy is finished. Let’s get us
a new one.” But they didn’t, and
I suspect that that was Bob’s doing in large part. The Board
came through with the money to
keep going, and we have been
able to release four new higholeic varieties since then plus develop others that may be released
to you as new varieties long after
I am gone.
The Peanut Growers have been
fortunate over the years in their
executives, and Bob Sutter is
among the best. So, thank you,
Bob, for sticking by me, and not
for the first time or the only time.
I am very thankful for your support. And THAT’s the thing you
may not have known about your
executive director.
The other thing I want to mention today is the land grant philosophy.
This used to be a
phrase heard often around ag
schools, but it has fallen into disuse. It is the idea that, with
some assistance from the federal government, the states
can and should provide educational opportunity to the
sons and daughters of our rural population. The states also perform technical research
to improve that rural population’s lives, then take that
new knowledge and technology to them through the extension program. This field day is
an example of that outreach, but
there is a lot of good information
organized for you in the annual
Peanut Production Guide as well
as in the frequent updates posted
on the internet by our extension
group. You get it for other crops
that you grow as well.
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We have an excellent team in
place for peanuts in the region:
David Jordan is our lead peanut production specialist, but he
really does it all. He teaches
practical classes in the two-year
program, conducts research on
weed control and other production practices, and has a strong
extension program.
Barbara
Shew does our research and extension on disease control, Rick
Brandenburg on insects. Gary
Roberson is our mechanization
guy, Blake Brown our agricultural economist.
We have a
USDA Ag Research Service
group (read that “federal” in case
you think the feds have never
done anything for you) that evaluates flavor and composition.
On the breeding and genetics
end, you have me and our wild
species specialist, Tom Stalker.
Before you say “That’s too esoteric - we shouldn’t be supporting
that kind of egg-headed research,” let me tell you something. Most of you have made
money with the Bailey variety.
Well, Bailey has some recent
wild species ancestry, as do Sullivan, Wynne, Emery, and Bailey
II, and over 90% of the lines we
are testing this year. The wild
peanut species program at NCSU
has really paid off for the state’s

growers. We also have had some
success in tapping into the plant
physiology expertise of Tom Sinclair, a heavy hitter nationally
and internationally. Dr. Sinclair
is working on the reaction of peanuts to drought. These are your
people in the trenches at NCSU,
doing work that pays off for you.
We all interact with our colleagues in other states, especially with Virginia where Maria
Balota, Joseph Oakes, Hillary
Mehl, and Sally Taylor have
complementary programs at the
Tidewater Ag Research and Extension Center in Suffolk. Dr.
David Langston rides herd on
that group. South Carolina is
another regional partner with
Dan Anco now representing the
state. We do not ignore our colleagues in the Southeast or
Southwest or in other countries
either, when our interests coincide.
All of this happens under the
leadership of our administrative
group in NCSU’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences: Dean
Rich Linton and Associate
Deans Sylvia Blankenship for
administration, John Dole for
the teaching program, Steve
Lommel for research, and Rich
Bonanno for extension. These
are the big-picture people who

keep the programs running. In
addition, we are fortunate in
North Carolina to have a great
symbiotic relationship between
NCSU and the N.C. Department
of Agriculture and Consumer
Services in maintaining the research stations like this one.
Without these stations, much of
the innovation in production
practices that you use today
would not have happened. So
thanks to Tommy Corbett,
Clyde Bogle, Lloyd Ransom,
and Jeremy Martin, the superintendents of the four stations
we use, and to NCDA’s Sandy
Stewart, Assistant Commissioner Richard Reich, and Commissioner Steve Troxler for keeping this joint system going.
There are times when I think
that the community college system has usurped the land grant
mission away from NCSU. The
state universities have come to
concentrate on programs that
serve the most people. Agricultural producers are down to
about 1% of the U.S. population,
an important 1% to be sure, but
a small fraction of the population
nevertheless. We have just been
too successful that now such a
small portion of the population
can produce all the food, feed,
and fiber needed by the country

Isleib and Copeland Honored at Peanut Field Day
At the 2017 Peanut Field Day, Dr. Tom Isleib and Susan Copeland were honored for their many years of service to the peanut
growers of North Carolina. The Order of the Long Leaf Pine was presented to Dr. Isleib. After 27 years at NCSU, he has decided
to retire in 2018. Susan Copeland was presented a peanut trophy in appreciation for the part she played in peanut variety development that enable peanut producers to receive high yields trophies. Susan retired in 2017.
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plus some to export as well.
Community colleges offer twoyear programs in the kinds of
hands-on technical areas that
used to be the province of landgrant schools. If I were a legislator, I probably would focus on
spending educational dollars on
a program that brought money
back to my district rather than
voting to have them go off to Raleigh, Chapel Hill, or Greenville.
That means that the community
colleges are an attractive option
to legislators as opposed to the
state university system.
Then I think about how much of
an ag program could one county
or a few together mount. Not
much of one. In order to do a
good job of it, the fiscal strength
of the entire state is needed.
That is what NCSU does for
North Carolina. At the risk of
sounding like a commie, I’ll say
it: there is great strength in collectivity. But we still need you
and groups like the N.C. Peanut
Growers to give us feedback, to
let us know if the job we’re doing
is meeting your needs, and
where that effort should be directed for the future.
Thank you for your attention,
and, once again, thank you for
your unswerving support of the
peanut research and extension
program at NC State University,
including my own breeding program. I will miss my colleagues
at NCSU and around the country
as well as people like Bob Sutter
and those among the peanut
growers it has been my privilege
to meet and get to know. One of
the intangible benefits of professorship at a land-grant school is
that you get the chance to interact with some very fine people.
If we have not had that opportunity to get acquainted, I certainly hope that the varieties
that have come out of this program have been useful to you.
Hope our paths will cross again
one day.

PAGE 4

VIRGINIA-CAROLINAS PEANUT NEWS

WINTER 2018

In Memoriam - Dr. Patrick Phipps
Dr. Pat Phipps, Emeritus Professor
at Virginia Tech, passed away October 15th at his home in Fairmont,
WVA.
Pat was a giant among plant
pathologists and a great asset to Virginia Tech and especially to growers
in the Tidewater area extending to the
entire Virginia-Carolina region.
Dr. Phipps had a distinguished career
in research and extension with a focus on disease control in peanuts,
work that is considered the industry

standard in the V-C region of peanut
production. Pat received numerous
awards and honors during his career,
and his collaborations with graduate
students over the years was instrumental in the future work of these
researchers.
Dr. Phipps was born in New Martinsville, WVA. He earned a BS in biology from Fairmont State College, a
Masters in Plant Pathology from Virginia Tech, and a PhD in Plant Pathology from West Virginia University in 1974. He accepted a post-

doctoral position at NC State immediately after earning his PhD, where
he remained until accepting an assistant professorship in the Department
of Plant Pathology at Virginia Tech
in 1978. Pat was stationed at the
Tidewater AREC in Suffolk for over
40 years.
Pat is survived by his wife Janet and
his son Jamie and his family.

NCSU Celebrate National Peanut Day
North Carolina State University
(NCSU) celebrated National Peanut
Day with a campus event hosted by
the school’s dining services, and
sponsored by the National Peanut
Board highlighting peanuts as a local,
sustainable and nutritious crop.
NPB’s marketing associate, Keegan
Treadaway, and communications
specialist, Caroline Bearden, MS,
RD, LD, along with North Carolina
alternate member and NCSU alum,
Ray Garner, attended the event to
engage with students and share information about peanuts and peanut butter.
“It’s great seeing students get excited
about local agriculture, and creating
awareness about peanuts as something grown in North Carolina,” said
Garner. This was the fifth year that
NPB was invited to sponsor the oncampus promotion, and NCSU’s Di-

rector of Nutrition and Wellness, Lisa
Eberhart, RD, LDN, CDE, said that it
continues to be an excellent way to
showcase peanuts as something produced in the state, and a sustainable
source of plant-based protein.
“We’re a land grant university and
we grow peanuts here, so we like to
highlight and support local crops and
bring them into our dining program,”
said Eberhart. “Students don’t really
understand
sustainability
until
they’ve made the connection between
agriculture and the food they eat.
This event is a great way to help
them make that connection.”
The peanut day event took place at
the campus brickyard, where the dining department set up a chef demonstration preparing vegetarian peanut
lettuce wraps. They also served chocolate, peanut butter and banana

smoothies made using a blender operated by a foot peddled stationary
bike. Hampton Farms was on site
handing out in-shell peanut packs,
and Peanut Butter & Co. sampled
flavored peanut butters and gave out
peanut butter squeeze packs.
The event included peanut menus in
two of the campus’ dining halls
where they served peanut dishes like
Chinese dragon pork loin, and Polynesian coleslaw topped with peanuts.
Additionally, they featured a do-ityourself peanut butter bar using Peanut Butter & Co. flavored peanut butters, and Hampton Farms’ fresh
ground honey-roasted peanut butter.
The NCSU dining program is a major
foodservice operation that serves
over 30,000 meals a day, and over
one million meals a year. They are
recognized as one of the top 5 food

allergy-accommodating colleges and
universities across the nation, and a
participant in the Food Allergy Research and Education (FARE) organization’s college food allergy program. Eberhart says that they provide
continuous staff training on food allergy management so that they can
continue to serve nutritious foods,
like peanuts, while also serving students with food allergies.
“Our mission is to make sure that any
student who comes on this campus is
able to eat comfortably without worrying about having an issue because
of their dietary restrictions,” said
Eberhart. That means all students can
enjoy the food on campus, and peanuts and peanut butter remain on the
menu.

VC Area Donates For Hurricane Relief
2017 will go down as a particularly
devastating year as hurricanes and
subsequent damage go. To provide
help in providing peanut butter to
those in need at times such as this is
exactly why Peanut Proud, the peanut
industry’s humanitarian arm, was
formed a few years ago. As soon as
the damage from both Hurricanes
Harvey and Irma was realized, Peanut
Proud began collecting donations and
peanut butter for distribution.
The V-C area grower organizations
joined in these relief efforts. The fol-

lowing organizations donated pallets
of peanut butter: South Carolina Peanut Board- 5 pallets, South Carolina
Farm Bureau - 1 pallet, North Carolina Peanut Growers Assn - 2 pallets,
North Carolina Farm Bureau - 1 pallet, Virginia Peanut Growers Assn. 1 pallet, and Virginia Farm Bureau 1 pallet

ston Food Bank, 30,240 jars to the
food Bank in Fort Myers, and 30,240
jars to the Jacksonville Food Bank.
Plans are made to also deliver peanut
butter to Puerto Rico and the Caribbean.

With these donations added to those
of other industry organizations, Peanut Proud was able to deliver 32,384
jars of peanut to the San Antonio
Food Bank, 61,200 Jars to the Hou-

Gregg Grimsley, President
Peanut Proud
PO Box 446
Blakely, GA 39823

Anyone interested in donating to
Peanut Proud can send a check to:
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Sutter Sez

Robert R. Sutter
Chief Executive Officer
North Carolina
Peanut Growers Association

Supply and Demand
Every spring farmers plant
their crops anticipating a high
yielding harvest. This year it
appears that those expectations
will be realized for most crops.
That includes peanut, cotton,
soybeans and corn.
In North Carolina, peanut acres
are up 19,000 acres. Nationally
peanut acres are up 293,000
acres. U.S. production in 2016
was 2,790,785 tons, which is
projected to increase to
3,819,375 tons in 2017. That is
a 37% increase in total production over 2016.
So what might this mean for
contract prices next year? On
the positive side, demand continues a steady increase. Total
peanut consumption is up 1.3%
and peanut butter usage is up
3%. These increases are not a
one-time shot. Over the last 20
years peanut consumption has
increased 68%, and this increase has been steady. I believe it will continue to move
upward. Several important
studies have recently been released which validate the importance of peanuts in a
healthy diet. One study has
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verified that early introduction
of peanuts into the diets of infants is an important step in
reducing the incidence of peanut allergies. Peanut butter demand continues to increase,
with some manufacturers experiencing orders that exceed
their production capabilities.
It is hard to look at a record
crop as a negative, because the
high yields are so important to
the financial success of farmers,
many of whom have experienced poor crops over the past
two years. But we are on track
to produce 3,819,375 tons of
peanuts in 2017. It is projected
that at the end of this marketing year we will have 1.3 million tons of carryover, almost
twice that of 2016. In 2017, exports to China and Vietnam
were off about 80%.
Since
much of the over contract 2017
crop will go under loan, much of
it could ultimately go to China,
directly or through Vietnam.
Over the past few years China
has been in and out of the market depending on price and supply. They have helped clear the
market of excess supplies when
prices are low and have backed
out when the price is up. This
year China has re-entered the
European market, which will
negatively impact roasting
stock exports to Europe.
During August and September
of 2017 processors imported approximately 15,000 tons of Virginias because they were out of
2016 crop and they needed peanuts to keep their production
lines going. So at least the Virginia pipeline was empty at the
beginning of the 2017 harvest,
so I am hoping that the 2017
carry-over will be at a manageable level.

Foreign Peanuts
Earlier this year US Peanut
Growers asked the USDA Ani-

mal Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) to ban unblanched peanuts from Brazil
or Argentina because of Peanut
Smut Disease, which is now
prevalent in both countries.
Smut cannot be seen on the
outside of the shell, which
would make it a serious threat
to the Virginia inshell market.
APHIS has provided more information regarding these restrictions on the importation of
Argentine and Brazilian peanuts. Federal State Inspection
Service will provide APHIS
samples of blanched peanuts
from Argentina to test for teliospores from Smut disease. If
any are found, they will assess
whether the spores are viable. At that juncture, APHIS
will reevaluate the Federal Order in light of what is
found. They continue to stress
that all decisions will be strictly
science based.
Scientists from most peanut
producing countries are working on a solution to Peanut
Smut. Finding an effective way
to combat Smut will help keep
it out of the United States.

2018 Farm Bill
Although farm bills are created
every five years, they use a 10year baseline. For example,
when the 2014 U.S. Farm
Bill passed, it was projected to
cost $956 billion over the decade. In January, the Congressional Budget Office estimated
it will cost $80 billion less than
projected, primarily as a result
from lower-than-projected costs
in the nutrition and crop insurance programs. Many say that
as members of Congress consider a new farm bill, they should
recognize the substantial savings already achieved.
The
problem is programs don’t get
credit for saving money. Be-
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cause of the fiscal climate in
Washington it is likely that the
budget amount the Ag Committee gets to fund a new Farm
Bill will be reduced.
SNAP (food stamps) is a full
77% of the Farm Bill spending.
As in the past, there will be efforts to separate SNAP from
the Farm Bill, but without the
support of those members
whose Districts depend on nutritional program, it would be
impossible to get an Ag Bill
through the House. There may
be more work restriction placed
on recipients but changes will
be minor.
Crop insurance, accounting for
about 8.5 percent of the farm
bill and covering 90 percent of
U.S. cropland, is especially crucial now. The Department of
Agriculture estimates net farm
income for 2016 was $54.8 billion, compared to $123.3 billion
in 2013, a 46 percent reduction. Even with these depressing figures, Crop Insurance will
be a target.
Conservation programs account
for 6% of the total. These programs are supported by a wide
range of interests and should
not suffer cuts.
Commodity programs comprise
6% of the Bill. There will be efforts to increase target prices
and reallocated bases, but I
doubt that these efforts will be
successful. Generic base is
probably gone and will go back
to cotton as cotton base or cotton seed base.
Chairman Conaway plans to
bring a bill to the floor as soon
as he gets a budget number and
floor time for bill consideration.
This could happen in January
or February which would make
this the first Farm Bill completed on time since 1990.

PAGE 6

VIRGINIA-CAROLINAS PEANUT NEWS

WINTER 2018

Technology Ruling the World

Marianne Copelan
Executive Director
Virginia-Carolinas Peanut Production

As 2018 quickly approaches,
it’s important to keep in mind
the new ways that consumers
are receiving information
about peanuts and peanut
butter in their daily lives. As
technology advances, so do
our ways of thinking and
keeping up with the current
trends. It’s crazy to think how
much a simple cell phone has
changed our lives from years
ago. In the past, a cell phone
was only used for calls, then
came text messages. Now you
can use facetime to see loved
ones from afar and access the
latest trends by a simple click
of a button.
Social media plays a huge
part as a marketing tool in
today’s society. This is where
nearly everyone gets his or
her news. Consumers want to
know what’s the latest and
greatest in present time,
which is where social media
sites come into play. Millennials are a target market and
they currently focus on which
app has the most to offer and
is the easiest to navigate.
I have been working very
hard to increase the awareness of our social media out-

lets. Our Facebook page is
steadily increasing in the
number of likes and comments. Our core focus is to
study what our target audience likes and see how they
respond to each post or posts
that are similar to ours. We
post sponsored advertisements that link to our website. This gives consumers another opportunity to see what
we have to offer such as: education, recipes, and retail shop
information. We can see an
increase in the number of people who link from our Facebook to our website.
Our Twitter and Instagram
sites are increasing in followers and comments. Consumers are attracted to our photos
and the educational links to
other sites such as: National
Peanut Board, The Peanut Institute, and American Farm
Bureau (Operation Peanut
Butter). Twitter is one of the
fastest growing social media
sites out there; it’s userfriendly and one of the quickest ways to see what’s going
on around the world. This
site is very present tense,
which is what our society is
moving towards. Instagram is
on an upward trend for millennials; it’s where they find
recipes, post photos & videos,
and can see the latest trends
in just about anything.
In early August I traveled to
Lubbock, Texas to attend one
of the peanut leadership sessions. The following growers:
Wesley Crider, Antron Williams, Paul Rogers and Zach
Morris, were selected to represent their state during this
two-year program. On this

trip we visited many organic
peanut fields, Birdsong’s
shelling plant in Brownfield,
and a winery. The trip was
very informative and a great
opportunity to get to know
growers from other peanut
producing regions. On the final day of this trip there was
a PR session to educate growers about how to have a successful interview regarding
our industry.
As we moved into early September the Virginia Peanut
Growers Association created a
joint sponsorship with Virginia Carolinas Peanut Promotions to promote peanuts at
the Richmond Raceway for the
fall NASCAR race. This was a
two-day event, where we had
a peanut booth to pass out educational and promotional
materials. We had a 30-foot
banner where Buddy McNutty
promoted in-shell peanuts to
all NASCAR fans. We also
provided our bags of peanuts
at the stadium suites on the
night of the race. Our sponsorship of the race was promoted
via all of our social media
sites. Dell Cotton provided
peanut facts to be announced
during the race.
This fall we’ve been partnering with universities to increase consumption of peanuts during football games.
We currently are working
with the University of Virginia, University of South Carolina, NC State University and
Clemson University. We have
advertisements on digital billboards at the game. Outside
the stadium, we host live interviews pre- and post-game
and we also run banner adver-

tisements on each of their athletic websites. We want consumers to see, hear and think
about our product during each
game. This is a great way to
increase consumption by promoting peanuts to the large
crowds who attend or listen to
the game on game day.
As we are approaching a
change in season it’s important to talk about how
each state fair is vital to our
grower associations.
Each
state association has a booth
space at their fair within an
agriculture related area. Our
goal is to provide educational
material, recipe information
and promotional items to
hand out to consumers. We
have material from the American Peanut Council, National
Peanut Board, and The Peanut Institute. Our recipe
cards vary year to year but we
try to provide at least 4 to 6
recipes, consisting of soups,
salads, trail mix, desserts,
and main dishes. We give
away hand sanitizers, measuring spoons, spreaders and
packets of peanuts. People
who attend the fair always
look forward to visiting our
booths because of all of the
information we provide, including actual peanut plants.
Our plants provide great talking points and show consumers how peanuts grow above
and below ground. Overall I
think it’s important to inform
consumers about peanuts
grown in their state.
I look forward to the many
events we are attending in
2018. I hope everyone has a
wonderful holiday season and
is ready for this new year!
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CO-OP Notes

Thomas R. Cotton, Jr.
Manager, PGCMA

Let’s go back a year for review
purposes.
In 2016 we planted 1,536,000
acres of peanuts nationally, led
by the following:
Georgia
720,000
Alabama
175,000
Texas
205,000
* plus 100,000 acres never
harvested
North Carolina
101,000
South Carolina
110,000
Yields in 2016 fell a bit short
due to weather situations and
the average nationwide yield
was 3,634. We made a 2.8 million ton crop which is just under estimated demand of 3 million tons. Further, all excess
supplies from the prior year’s
loan had been bought by China
for crushing. Ending stocks
were estimated to be 700,000
tons by USDA which were carried forward from 2016 to
2017.
Now for 2017. Here are the
acreages planted for the same
states within the national total
of 1,829,000 acres.
Georgia
Alabama

830,000
192,000

Texas
North Carolina
South Carolina

280,000
116,000
120,000

Yields in 2017, while not yet
finalized, are expected to be
4,200 pounds per acre or more
nationally.
Of the 9 main
states producing peanuts, all
but 4 are expected to average
at least 4000 pounds per acre,
with some states having record
yields. The crop is estimated
at nearly 3.9 million tons. China has thus far not been a significant buyer this year, but
many in the industry hope they
will come to once again to purchase the excesses. The carry
forward from 2017 to 2018 is
estimated by USDA to be nearly 1.4 million tons, or about
half of a normal crop.
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Virginia Peanut Growers Association
promoted peanuts at the Richmond Raceway
for the fall NASCAR race.

Pictured are left to right, Dell Cotton, Dr. Sally Taylor
and Gail Milteer.

Having looked at these figures,
you can readily see that we are
right back on that roller coaster once again. We went into
2017 with excess supplies gone
and contract prices reasonable
for growers because a certain
number of peanuts were needed. What happened is that we
planted too many, made too
many, and now have a lot of
peanuts to store, shell and sell.
Closer to home there is a good
chance that some if not all of
our 3 states in the VC area will
have record yields. This was
certainly needed as our farmers have been hurt by the
weather-affected crop of the
last two years.
Let’s hope that our excesses
can find a home that exports
remain strong, and domestic
consumption continues to increase to pull us out of this glut
that we find ourselves in. If
not, I expect price and acreage
contracted will both be negatively affected in 2018.

“Follow us on Social Media”
Facebook: Virginia Carolinas Peanuts
Twitter: VCPPromotions
Instagram: Power of Peanuts
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Surprise!
hind where it was dark as
dark can be. This trip in the
dark always bothered me as I
was afraid I was going to run
into a skunk or fox trying to
get one of the chickens.

Rick Brandenburg
Entomology Extension Specialist North
Carolina State University

Most of us don’t like surprises
unless maybe for birthday, a
refund check, higher prices for
a commodity, and a sale on
something you’ve been wanting
to buy. Farming has its share
of surprises and far too often it
seems like they are not the
kind we want.
When I was a little boy, we always raised chickens. Not a lot
of them, maybe 200 or so at a
time. Not really a commercial
operation; plenty for us and
our relatives and sold a few.
Literally they spent their
nights in a chicken coop. It
was my job starting at maybe
age 6 to feed them morning
and night, by scooping feed out
of 55 gallon barrels into a
bucket and then filling the
troughs in the chicken coop.
One cold January night, my
dad happened to ask “Did you
feed the chickens tonight?”.
How he knew I had not still
remains a mystery to me to
this day!
The chicken coop did not have
any lights, just a long extension cord running out to it for a
heater that kept the water
from freezing in the winter. I
got all bundled up and walked
through past the last security
light by the barn around be-

So I arrived at the shelter
where the chicken feed was in
the barrels, turned off my
flashlight and sat it down on
the ground (I had done this so
much I could do it in the dark)
and removed the brick holding
down the top on the barrel and
slid the top off.
What happened next still
makes the hair on the back of
my neck stand up. As I slid
the top off a gigantic rat,
which seemed to be the size of
a bobcat jumped out of the
barrel and right onto my face!
He didn’t stay there long as he
scrambled up my face on to the
top of my head where he
jumped off into the darkness.
I probably stood there for a
full minute before my I let out
a scream and then ran. More
than 55 years later, that is
still the scariest moment of my
life. What a surprise. Now I
knew better than going in the
house and telling my dad as I
would just have received a lecture on the value of doing jobs
on time. I finally got the courage to get my flashlight, get
the feed and fill the feeders. A
big lesson for not forgetting
important tasks!
We have a lot of important
tasks in peanuts and if we forget or put them off, we can get
a surprise (or two). These are
fairly obvious in weed and disease management. You get behind and you spend the rest of
the season trying to catch up
and spending a lot more mon-

ey and obtaining unacceptable
levels of control.
For insects sometimes it’s a bit
less obvious. Southern corn
rootworms come to mind. If
you have fields under irrigation or heavier soils that have
a history of rootworm damage
and you either skip the treatment or delay it into August,
you may get a rat jumping in
your face kind of surprise. Nobody likes that. We have information in the Peanut Information books on how to make
that decision and when to apply, but rootworm control is a
tricky one. Not because the
control is difficult, but because
you don’t know you are going
to have a problem until it’s too
late to treat. So preventive applications are required and
they cost you money without a
guarantee of a return on that
investment. Field history is a
good indicator for potential
damage, but a wet July can
make many fields a target.
Read the section on soil insect
control in the N. C. State Peanut Information book and
make sure you are doing the
best job possible.
Spider mites are another one
that has a tendency to surprise
us. We know that they are
most likely to emerge during
periods of heat and drought,
but other factors contribute.
Treating for rootworms in July
increases the potential for an
infestation as does treating for
caterpillars “worms” with pyrethroid insecticides. If it’s hot
and dry and you treat for caterpillars and/or rootworms,
spider mites should not be a
surprise. Understanding the
relationship between weather
conditions and pesticide use

may not keep a spider mite
outbreak from happening, but
it can help avoid the surprise.
We have not seen a lot of tomato spotted wilt virus in peanuts
since about 2003, but this past
year we saw quite a bit more
(still at relatively low levels).
After the serious situation we
saw in 2001 and 2002, growers
took action and began to use
the tomato spotted wilt virus
index (also found in the Peanut Information book) and
used cultural practices to significantly reduce the presence
of this serious virus.
Since
we’ve not observed much virus
in the field the past few years,
some growers have moved
away from our recommendations regarding seeding rates,
planting dates and other cultural practices. Seem like an
opportunity for a surprise one
of these years. Out of sight
should not mean out of mind.
Tomato spotted wilt virus is
still very much a threat to peanut production that we must
not ignore even during times
when it is not causing many
problems.
When many people are surprised, they say “I wish someone had given me a heads up.”
We all want that and we want
it for peanut production to
avoid surprises. I encourage
you to read the Peanut Information 2018 book if you are in
North Carolina and your own
respective book for your state
if you live elsewhere. This book
is updated each winter and
will provide you with the latest
information that will help you
avoid surprises in the future.

WINTER 2018
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Wayne C. Barnes, Chairman - VIRGINIA PEANUT BOARD - July 2016 through June 2017
port.
The United States is the third
largest peanut producer in the
world behind China and India.
While China and India produce
primarily for the oil market, the
US produces primarily for the
edible market. While the US is
known for the quality of it’s peanut production compared to its
competitors, there are countries,
such as Argentina, South Africa,
and even China, who can produce quality peanuts on par
with those from the US.
The Code of Virginia allows for
an excise tax to be paid by the
producer on every pound of peanuts sold. This excise tax is collected and remitted by the first
handler to the Virginia Department of Taxation. The excise tax
rate is $.30 per hundred or $6.00
per ton. This rate was renewed
by legislation and effective for
the first of five years with the
2016 crop year. This money is
used by the Virginia Peanut
Board, through the Virginia Peanut Growers Association, to staff
an office and conduct promotional activities and fund research
projects on behalf of and to benefit Virginia’s peanut growers.
These promotional activities are
conducted by the Association
and in conjunction with other
organizations.

With the domestic industry being composed of growers, shellers, manufacturers and the
many other companies that support these basic pillars of the
industry, the American Peanut
Council (APC) serves an important role for all involved. The
APC is the main industry organization which brings together all
segments of the industry in efforts from domestic and export
promotion to market development, food safety, and crisis
management / media relations.
On the export side, export promotion funds are matched by
funds from the Foreign Agricultural Service through the Market Assistance Program and extensive market development programs target Europe, Canada,
and Mexico, the largest consumers of US grown peanuts.

The balance in the Peanut Fund
at the Virginia Department of
Taxation in Richmond as of June
30, 2016 was $29,555.11. Revenue from July 1, 2016 to June
30, 2017 was $264,760.85. The
Board drew down $283,309.33.
Interest earned was $292.28.
This will leave a Fund Balance
of $8,279.36 at June 30, 2017
after adjusting for annual administrative fees of $3,019.55.
The entire budget, showing revenues and disbursements of the
Board, are attached to this re-

The Board has maintained its
membership with the Council
through the years and paid
$1,290.00 as its pro-rata share of
the grower segment dues. The
Virginia Peanut Growers Association alternates with the North
Carolina and South Carolina
associations for a Board seat on
either the APC Domestic or Export Board of Directors. Currently the Association’s Executive
Secretary serves on the APC Domestic Board.

Another organization the Association is affiliated with for promotion, education, and research
is the National Peanut Board.
The National Peanut Board is
the producer checkoff entity
which collects the assessment of
1% of the value of all peanuts
sold by farmers. These funds
paid by producers are then spent
to promote the products made
from the producers’ peanuts.
The National Peanut Board is
the industry leader in searching
out new uses for peanuts and
peanut butter. They spend a
great deal of time and resources
on the allergy issue, making
sure that a responsible plan is
developed to deal with the issue
in schools and other public places if their input is requested.
The Virginia Peanut Growers
Association, along with other
state grower organizations and
industry groups, partners with
the National Peanut Board on
market promotion and outreach
efforts. In April 2014, the National Peanut Board was reauthorized for 5 years by a producer referendum with a 92% approval rate.

tion in other areas as well.
Nearly 100,000 of the regular
Virginia sample bags were distributed to organizations upon
request and to Washington legislative offices during the year.
The Association, usually with
Virginia-Carolina Peanut Promotions, had a presence at promotional functions such as the
Virginia State Fair; the Peanut,
Pork, and Pine Festival; the
Washington, DC Rock & Roll
Marathon and other events
throughout the year. The Association once again hosted Peanut
Night at the home of the Flying
Squirrels baseball team in Richmond. Advertising venues this
year included the University of
Virginia stadium for home football and the arena for home basketball games, along with extending the joint National Peanut Board billboard advertising
for an extra month to complete
the summer. The Association
was also a sponsor of the VA Nutrition and Dietician Conference
and Bike Virginia.

The National Peanut Board annually allocates funds to each
producer state for a copromotion project. Typically the
three VC area states (VA, NC,
SC) pool their funds for a larger
project than could be accomplished individually. For 2016,
the three states chose billboard
advertising in the summer
months. The ads were developed by the National Peanut
Board’s ad agency. The ads in
Virginia were along I-64 to catch
tourist traffic in Hampton
Roads.

We continue our joint efforts in
promotion with the North Carolina and South Carolina grower
organizations through V-C Peanut Promotions at a cost of
$20,000 for the fiscal year based
on 2016 crop planted acres. This
contribution is based on $1 per
acre. Marianne Copelan serves
as head of V-C Peanut Promotions. She has brought new ideas and promotional efforts to the
job, mostly through her varied
capabilities in social media. The
website has been revamped and
continues to be changed. She
continues to search for new markets in which to make the presence of VC grown peanuts
known.

The Virginia Peanut Growers
Association, using Virginia Peanut Board funds, continued its
efforts in promotion and educa-

The Peanut Production Contest
was once again held for the 2016
crop. Trophies were provided by
Colonial Farm Credit for the
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Virginia county winners and the
state champion. The state winner was TCO Farms, or Taylor
Outland. The farm is located in
Isle of Wight County. The state
average yield was 3,850 pounds
per acre. The average yield is
down this year due to dry summer weather and some effects
from Hurricane Matthew. This
is the second below average crop
in a row after four consecutive
record crop years.
Board funds were allocated to
the Tidewater Agricultural Experiment Station for research
projects in the amount of
$30,573. The projects were approved in April and will be completed during the 2017 crop
year. A list of the research projects is attached to this report.
In addition to these projects, the
Board approved a request for
$4700 for sensors need at the
Tidewater Station to be used in
conjunction with a drought
study taking place. The Association is also responsible for reviewing research proposals to be
recommended for funding in Virginia by the National Peanut
Board. In December 2016, the
Virginia Peanut Growers Association approved projects totaling
$28,500 to be spent against the
National Peanut Board funds
allocated for Virginia for 2017.
The Association once again provided funds for a weather hotline for use at harvest by VC area growers from South Carolina,
North Carolina and Virginia.
The expense is now split three
ways, with the North Carolina
and Virginia growers splitting
the cost attributed to the traditional areas covered by the advisory. The Association is a joint
publisher of the VC Peanut
News, issued three or four times
during the year. The paper provides marketing, research, and
promotional updates for growers
in the three state region. The
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paper is put together by Marianne and her staff and is printed
by the Tidewater News in
Franklin.
The Association continues to
help identify companies willing
to add the Virginia-Carolina
Grown logo to their product label. There are now five small
processors using the logo on
their label.

RESEARCH PROJECTS FOR 2017
Early Detection of Soilborne Diseases of Peanut Using Multispectral
and Infrared Sensing Technology Dr. H. L. Mehl
$13,273
Improving Production of the New Peanut Cultivars Through Better
Management of Seeding Rate, Crop Stand and Digging Date Using
Traditional and New Technologies Dr. M. Balota
$9500
Evaluation of Risk Index Models for Virginia Peanuts
Dr. S. Taylor
$7800

Acres in Virginia have somewhat stabilized in the last few
years in the 15,000 to mid20,000 range. This is certainly
lower than before the program
changed but the tendency seems
higher than the low of 12,000
acres in 2009. USDA is forecasting 23,000 acres for 2017 which
is a slight increase over the
20,000 acres planted in 2016.
In January of 2016, the Virginia
General Assembly passed and
the Governor signed an extension of the $6.00 per ton excise
tax rate for 5 more years, or
through the 2020 crop. This will
not require more General Assembly action until the session
of 2021. The 5 year extension
was sponsored by the Virginia
Peanut Growers Association
with no known grower opposition. It is expected that Virginia’s acreage will be in the 18,000
to 25,000 acre range for the foreseeable future, and the $6 rate
with at least an average crop
provides adequate funding for
our administration and promotional needs while allowing new
projects to be considered. Promotional projects have increased
the budget in recent years, and
this is expected to continue. The
annual Association budget is
currently in the range of
$181,000.
Discussions are ongoing on new
promotion and education programs that can be undertaken
on behalf of and to benefit our
producers and our Virginia industry.
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in Richmond. We handed out peanuts both at our exhibit and in the
VIP sections, along with outer grandstand signage and website coverage.
We will explore the possibility of a
package including both the April and
September Richmond races and see if
we want to continue or expand this
relationship.

Thomas R. Cotton, Jr.,

Executive Secretary
Virginia Peanut Growers Association

Each year the late summer and fall
are busy promotion times with many
venues that we take advantage of. It
began in August with our 8th annual
Peanut Night with the Richmond
Squirrels. With the help of the Planters Nut Mobile, our Commissioner
Sandy Adams throwing out the first
pitch, the announcer’s constant mention of peanuts during the game, and
the hard work of our volunteers giving away peanuts and other items, all
in attendance were once again made
very aware of Virginia peanuts.
During most of the summer to maybe
catch the eye of tourists heading to
the beach, we made use of billboards
in the Norfolk metropolitan area as
well as on the Eastern Shore reminding folks that inshell peanuts can be a
great vacation snack. These billboards were funded partly with our co
-promotion funds from the National
Peanut Board with us paying the balance. The billboards lasted through
September.
In September we tried a new venue
and exhibited at the Sprint Cup race

Early fall brought the annual fair season. We contributed our sample
packs of peanuts to the Southampton
County Fair, the Isle Wight County
Fair, the Dinwiddie County Fair, and
the Virginia Peanut Festival in Emporia. During the 10 days of the
State Fair of Virginia we once again
had a very educational booth from
which we handed out educational
information, giveaway items, and of
course thousands of sample bags.
Our trusty and much appreciated volunteers were there every day and did
a great job of spreading the word
about peanuts in Virginia. To me,
this is our most important public interaction event of the year.
Finally, ongoing during football and
then basketball season at the University of Virginia is our stadium and
arena signage as well as some sample
giveaways and website exposure.
New this year we are also, under the
direction of Marianne, stepping up
our exposure of Virginia peanuts on
the internet. We will hopefully continue to expand this segment of our
promotion and education plan in the
future.
It looks like we could have a record
crop this year so there will be a lot of
Virginia peanuts for sale. Let’s hope
some of our promotion efforts will
help in this regard.
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Maria Balota

VT Crop Physiologist
Suffolk, VA

Saving money with peanut
planting is something to consider, in particular for the
large seeded Virginia-type
cultivars. Simple math shows
that for planting 36-inch rows
at about 80,000 seeds per
acre (that is approximately
six seeds per foot) one needs
139 pounds of Sullivan seed
per acre and 178 pounds of
Wynne; for comparison, Georgia Green will only require
100 pounds per acre. This is a
big cost for farmers ranging
from $129 per acre for Sullivan, a relatively small seeded
peanut, to $165 per acre for
Wynne, a large seeded Vir-
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ginia-type peanut. Runners
like Georgia Green will only
cost a farmer $97 per acre.
Seed cost can be reduced by
reducing the seeding rate.
For example, reducing seeding rate in half to only three
seeds per foot, a farmer may
end up paying only $72 per
acre for Sullivan seed and
$91 for Wynne. The question
is, can this be done without
jeopardizing yield and economic return?
In 2016 and 2017 my post
doc, Dr. Joseph Oakes, and I
run a test looking at the effect of seeding rate on yield
and economic return for the
current Virginia-type cultivars Bailey, Sullivan, Wynne
and Emery. Emery was only
included in testing in 2017,
after seed became available.
Yield increased linearly with
increasing the seeding rate in
average for all cultivars (Fig.
1). Bailey was the only cultivar that produced the highest
yield (just numerically) when
planted at four seeds per foot,
as compared to three and six

seeds per foot. For all other
cultivars, yield was higher by
up to 800 pounds per acre
when increasing the seeding
rate from three to six seeds
per foot and by up to 400
pounds per acre when increasing from four to six.
We calculated the economic
return from increasing seeding rate from three to four
and six seeds per foot and assumed a seed cost of $0.93 per
pound and a selling price of
$0.23 per pound. For this, we
used the yields we obtained in
2016, a relatively moderateyielding year, and 2017, a
high-yielding year. In both
years, we calculated the best
returns from Bailey when
planting at four seeds per
acre; that was $30 per acre in
2016 and $74 in 2017. For
2016, data suggested actually
a loss of $33 per acre if seeding rate for Bailey was increased to six seeds per foot.
Sullivan, on the other hand,
seemed to benefit each year
from planting six seeds per
foot with returns of $31 per

Figure 1. Year and seeding rate effect on peanut yield.
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acre in 2016 and $72 in 2017
when doubling the rate, from
three to six seeds per foot.
Wynne performed the best, in
terms of yield (7411 pounds
per acre) and economic return
($71 per acre) when six seeds
were planted in the highyielding year 2017; but the return was better ($76 per acre)
with only four seeds in 2016.
In 2017, Emery showed an
economic advantage of $82 per
acre when increasing the seeding rate from three to four and
$64 when further increasing
to six seeds per foot.
The take home message here
is to use a moderate seeding
rate for Bailey and, for the
other cultivars only increase
the rate under irrigation and
good fields for peanut production. On very sandy soils,
planting six seeds per foot
could be a waste of money;
these fields will produce similar yields with only four or
five seeds per acre.
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Peanut Equipment and Planning for 2018

Gary Roberson

Associate Professor and Extension
Specialist
Biological and Agricultural
Engineering
NC State University

The 2017 peanut production
cycle is pretty well wrapped
up. As we begin the transition to the 2018 production
cycle, farmers should be considering several issues. Looking back at 2017, farmers
should take note of what
worked well and what did not.
This applies to decisions
made from an agronomic perspective; choice of seed, fertilization, and crop protection
decisions. The farmer should
also closely examine what
worked and what did not
work from the machinery perspective; from field preparation through harvesting and
curing.
From the machinery perspective, the two most critical areas are often planting and harvesting. The first question to
address is what condition are

these pieces of equipment in?
Are there any off season repairs or updates that need to
be made? Careful preseason
inspection of equipment and
preventive maintenance
ahead to the season can pay
dividends. Quite often, issues
discovered and repaired early, before complete failure,
can be less costly than a failure during the time of active
use, not to mention avoiding
down time during the critical
time frame. Is the equipment
sound enough mechanically
to be reliable for another season? Replacing equipment is
an expensive proposition, all
factors need to be evaluated
and weighed carefully before
deciding to repair or replace.
A key part of the equipment
decision is field capacity; how
many acres per hour can the
equipment cover.
During
planting, you often have an
optimum window of opportunity in which to plant on a
timely basis.
The harvest
window is a little more flexible, but farmers still need to
optimize their operation. Fall
brings the threat of severe
weather such as hurricanes
and the heavy rains that often come with them. Can you
cover the acres you need to
cover in the time available?
If not you may need to consider ways to increase the field
capacity of your system.
Field capacity is based on
three factors:
operating
width, ground speed and field
efficiency.
Field efficiency
accounts for not being able to
use the full capacity of the
implement 100% of the time.

For example, it accounts for
not using the full swath
width (not an issue for most
row crop implements), turning around at the ends of
rows, idle travel in the field,
stopping to clear clogged implements, and in-field machine adjustments. Field efficiency is influenced by the
size and shape of the field as
well. It is very difficult to
make a significant improvement in field capacity
through field efficiency adjustments. That leaves the
implement width and operating speed as the best way to
make field capacity improvements.
Changes in implement width
should be carefully considered. It is good practice to
insure the width of all implements are compatible with all
field operations. For example. If you use a four row digger; a four, eight or twelve
row planter would be compatible. The planter swath is an
even multiple of the smaller
implement.
This modular
compatibility is less of an issue if you use RTK level automatic steering.
Automatic
steering can maintain more
consistent swath spacing
which minimizes errors between swaths. Studies at NC
State University and the University of Alabama have documented harvestable yield
increases due to this technology.
Increasing speed to gain more
field capacity is a tempting
proposition.
However, exceeding optimum speed of an

implement, such as a planter
or peanut digger, can have
negative consequences. During planting, increased
ground speed means the seed
must be singulated and
dropped into the furrow faster
as well. The peanut seed is
relatively fragile compared to
corn, cotton or soybeans, so
you may not have much flexibility to increase your planting speed. Follow the recommendation in your planter
manual closely to choose the
best speed. During harvesting, exceeding optimum speed
can increase yield loss. Studies at NC State University
and more recently at Clemson
University indicate yield losses increase significantly when
ground speed is increased
above the optimum.
In 2017, many farmers did
not need much curing capacity. Drying conditions in the
field were pretty good and in
some cases, peanuts were
ready to go to the buyer right
from the field. You cannot
assume 2018 will be the
same. Curing capacity should
be matched to harvest capacity, which in turn is influenced
by the number of acres you
produce. Don’t overlook the
curing equipment; trailers,
fans, plenums, and burners,
as you are taking stock of
your system and any needed
repairs or enhancements.
Planning and preparation are
keys to a successful crop. It is
not too soon to start looking
ahead and making plans for
the 2018 production cycle.
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Leaf Spot Worries
situations. Cases of severe
leaf spot in fields where growers used solid control programs are much more puzzling and raise the greatest
concerns. What contributed to
poor leaf spot control?

Barbara Shew

Plant Pathology - NCSU

In many ways, 2017 was a
very good year for peanut
production. Normal rainfall
during the spring and summer followed by a dry harvest
season set the stage for high
yields across the region. In
the midst of this good news
are growing worries about
leaf spots. Some growers saw
a surge in leaf spot and heavy
defoliation even with very
good control programs. We
are just starting to put the
pieces together, but this column offers some observations, possible explanations,
and a few recommendations.
Observations: Conversations with county agents, consultants, and growers revealed that poor leaf spot control was seen across the state.
While some reported few
problems with leaf spot, others reported problems that
were severe enough to warrant early digging. Rain and
wet fields had delayed sprays
in some of these cases. In others, growers had applied fungicides at low rates or at extended intervals of 21 or even
28 days. Control failures are
fairly easy to explain in these

Environment: Weather generally was very favorable for
leaf spot in 2017. A few counties in central North Carolina
had dry weather and periods
of low leaf spot risk, but these
were the exception. High humidity, warm nights and high
dew points persisted throughout the summer. Critically,
highly favorable conditions
continued into September and
early October. Leaf spot increased rapidly during this
period instead of slowing
down as it normally would.
Wet falls and late harvests in
2015 and 2016 may have contributed by allowing very
large leaf spot populations to
build up and carry over to the
2017 season.
Cultivars: Bailey showed
good resistance to leaf spots
(early and late) during its development and performed exceptionally well in the first
years it was grown commercially. Sullivan and Wynne
also were selected for leaf spot
resistance and have performed similarly to Bailey.
Unfortunately, however, leaf
spot pressure seems to have
increased gradually on Bailey
in the years since it was introduced. Leaf spot has become
more severe in unsprayed
plots over the last couple of
years. Complete defoliation
and even death were common
in unsprayed Bailey for the

first time in 2017. Clearly, the
leaf spot resistance in Bailey
and probably Sullivan and
Wynne has lost effectiveness.
The fungus: We say that cultivar resistance “breaks
down,” but the cultivars themselves have not really
changed. What has changed is
the pathogen, in this case the
late leaf spot fungus. This
fungus been the predominant
cause of leaf spot in North
Carolina for about ten years.
Widespread planting of a
handful of cultivars seems to
have selected populations of
late leaf spot fungi that are
highly aggressive on those
cultivars.
At the same time, it is very
likely that some fungicideresistant populations of late
leaf spot also have developed.
We have known for some time
that many North Carolina
populations of leaf spot fungi
are resistant to tebuconazole,
but it appears that some populations of leaf spot fungi are
now insensitive to other fungicides as well. While it is
premature to make hard conclusions at this point, loss of
control with azoxystrobin
(Table 1 on page 14) and possibly other group 11 fungicides suggests that resistance
to these fungicides is present
in North Carolina.
If these suspicions are true, it
is very bad news. It means
that we can’t rely on fungicides that have long provided
us with excellent leaf spot
control. It also means that
premixes with these products
may not protect against selec-

tion for resistance in their
mixing partners, increasing
the risk that these products
will also become ineffective
over time.
There are some bright spots,
at least for now. Excellent disease control was maintained
in many places. In others,
yields held even when disease
pressure was fairly high. The
cultivars grown in North Carolina apparently maintained
pod strength, yielding unexpectedly well under the circumstances.
We will continue to analyze
this year’s data, compile observations from around the
state, and compare results
across the region and nationally. If resistance to some
products is confirmed, we will
work to develop spray programs to preserve the efficacy
of the products that remain.
This could include mixes with
old-timey chemistries like copper, sulfur, and mancozeb, as
well as our standby chlorothalonil. Recommendations for
the coming summer may depend on our best guesses
while we research the best
way forward.
In the meantime, growers
should re-double their efforts
to keep leaf spot under control. Practice long rotations
and make timely sprays. Do
not cut fungicide rates or extend intervals unless you are
sure it is safe to do so. Higher
spray volumes and slower
tractor speeds will help to improve coverage, which is especially important on vigorous
Continues on page 14
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cultivars like Bailey. Keep an
eye on weather and anticipate
storms. Scout often and act
right away if leaf spot is
building.
With some luck and hard
work, I hope growers will escape serious leaf spot problems in 2018 and beyond.

VIRGINIA-CAROLINAS PEANUT NEWS

WINTER 2018

Table 1. Leaf spot incidence and defoliation in Bailey sprayed three times with common
fungicides
Product and rate
Bravo 24 oz
Priaxor 8 oz
Provost 10.8 oz
Elatus 7.3 oz
Fontelis 16 oz
Tebuconazole 7.2 + Bravo 24 oz
Headline 8 oz
Abound 12 oz
Omega 16 oz
Unsprayed

Leaf spot %
31.5 fg
40.6 ef
19.0 g
65.0 cd
53.8 de
39.0 ef
89.0 ab
97.9 a
76.3 bc
99.0 a

Defoliation %
8.4 c
8.1 c
8.4 c
12.5 bc
28.0 bc
8.6 c
23.8 bc
81.3 a
19.0 bc
92.5 a

Yield lb/A
4277 c
5105 a
4665 abc
4724 abc
4638 bc
4866 ab
4382 c
3734 d
4671 abc
2161 e

Why was leaf spot so difficult to control in 2017, and what was the impact on yield?

Hillary L. Mehl

Extension Plant Pathologist
Virginia Tech Tidewater AREC,
Suffolk, VA

Weather conditions were good
for peanut growth in 2017,
but they were also ideal for
fungal diseases. Typically,
growers maintain good season
-long leaf spot control with
fungicides, but in midSeptember of this year, I
started to receive numerous
emails and phone calls regarding leaf spot control failures in peanut fields in Virginia and North Carolina.
Growers and crop consultants
asked me why this was happening and if it would impact
yield. I only have five years of
peanut experience to reference, but 2017’s late leaf spot

outbreaks were more severe
than any I have seen previously. In some fields and research plots that received
what would normally be considered a good leaf spot fungicide program, we were seeing
lesions on a majority of leaflets within the peanut canopy
by September 21. This could
have been the result of several factors including poor coverage or timing of fungicide
applications, reduced sensitivity of the leaf spot pathogen to certain fungicides,
and/or particularly high disease pressure in 2017. In our
research plots, a severe outbreak occurred despite the
fact that we saw little leaf
spot prior to September. In
one of our peanut trials, we
compared different products
alternated with chlorothalonil (Bravo) to a chlorothalonil only program and an untreated control (Table 1 on
page 15). To look at the impact of delayed fungicide applications on leaf spot development, treatments 6 and 7

delayed the first fungicide application until August 17 and
September 3, respectively. In
addition to a leaf spot fungicide program, treatments 1315 included Omega applications according to the Sclerotinia blight advisory. Both
leaf spot severity (percent of
leaflets with one or more lesions) and defoliation (percent
of canopy defoliated) were
rated on September 8 and 21.
Both the untreated control
and the treatment with applications delayed until September 3 had over 90% leaf spot
severity on September 8. By
September 21, 10 of the 15
treatments had over 50% leaf
spot severity, and only the
treatments that included
Omega applications for Sclerotinia control had less than
20% leaf spot severity. Most
treatments had greater than
15% defoliation on September
21 with 85% defoliation in the
untreated control. This was
two weeks prior to harvest, so
we were not sure how the disease outbreak would impact

yield. Fortunately, all treatments except the untreated
control and the most delayed
fungicide program yielded
over 5,000 lb/A. Based on conversations with growers,
fields with severe late-season
leaf spot outbreaks yielded
well despite the apparent failure to adequately control the
disease. So what did we learn
in 2017? The biggest takeaway is that a well-timed season-long foliar fungicide program is necessary to maximize peanut yields, especially
when moderately warm, wet
conditions occur. Though they
vary some in efficacy, a variety of fungicide products adequately control leaf spot and
protect yields. Observations
in 2017 suggest the possibility of slight reductions in effectiveness of some fungicide
chemistries, so growers
should be diligent about rotating and/or mixing fungicide modes of action to prevent development of fungicide
resistance.

WINTER 2018

VIRGINIA-CAROLINAS PEANUT NEWS

PAGE 15

Table 1. Effect of foliar fungicide programs on leaf spot severity and yield in peanut, 2017.
Product and formulation

fl oz/A

Timing

8 Sep

% leaf spot
21 Sep

8 Sep

% defoliation
21 Sep

Yield,
lb/A

None

---

---

94.2 a

100.0 a

41.1 a

85.2 a

4590 d

Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
ABCD
3.6 ef
73.0 cd
0.0 e
28.6 cd
5779 ab
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
ABCD
Alto 0.83SL
5.5
BD
10.7 c-e
64.2 de
0.3 de
16.9 d-f
6200 ab
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
ABCD
Folicur 3.6F
7.2
BD
13.4 c-e
75.0 cd
2.0 c-e
27.7 cd
5920 ab
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
AC
Provost Opti
10.7
BD
5.4 ef
87.1 bc
0.2 de
38.6 bc
5589 a-c
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
C
Provost Opti
10.7
BD
67.6 b
97.4 ab
18.7 b
53.9 b
5769 ab
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
C
Provost Opti
10.7
D
91.6 a
100.0 a
38.5 a
81.1 a
4760 cd
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
AC
Elatus 45WG
7.3
BD
22.2 c
76.6 cd
4.2 c
28.4 cd
5737 ab
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
AC
Priaxor 4.17SC
6
BD
18.1 cd
71.8 cd
2.2 cd
20.5 d-f
5896 ab
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
AC
Miravis ACE
3.42
BD
13.5 c-e
38.3 fg
1.3 c-e
9.4 f-h
5693 ab
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
AC
Propulse
13.6
BD
7.6 d-f
42.2 ef
0.6 c-e
10.5 e-g
5366 b-d
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
AC
Fontelis
24
BD
9.8 c-f
71.2 cd
0.9 c-e
24.0 d-e
5947 ab
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
AC
Fontelis
24
BD
Omega 4SC
24
E
1.7 f
13.0 h
0.0 e
1.5 h
6244 a
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
ABCD
Omega 4SC
24
E
1.4 f
17.4 gh
0.0 e
2.2 gh
6316 a
Bravo Weather Stik 6SC
24
AC
Miravis ACE
3.42
BD
Omega 4SC
24
E
5.0 ef
16.6 gh
0.0 de
2.6 gh
5856 ab
A = 24 Jul, B = 17 Aug, C = 3 Sep, D = 20 Sep, E = according to Sclerotinia advisory (31 Jul, 22 Aug). Plots were harvested on 2 Oct. Means followed by the same
letter(s) in a column are not significantly different according to Fisher’s Protected LSD (P=0.05).

Elmhurst Milked Peanuts - Chocolate Is Here!
Elmhurst Milked Peanuts –
Chocolate debuts at Natural
Products Expo East conference today, inaugurating an
entire new product category
for peanuts. A second peanut
milk variety, Milked Peanuts,
is forthcoming. The new
Elmhurst Milked Peanuts –
Chocolate products will be
available nationally in retail
stores in January 2018.
National Peanut Board
played a key role in guiding
the development of the plantbased peanut beverage and
securing a company to bring

peanut milk to market.
Milked Peanuts – Chocolate is
one of Elmhurst™ Milked’s
five new plant-based beverage
varieties and will be previewed at the natural foods
trade show in Baltimore, Md.,
alongside
Elmhurst™
Milked’s other nut and grain
beverage varieties.
Elmhurst Milked uses a patented cold-milling process
called “milking,” described as
a unique process of using water to separate and draw out
all the nutrients from the
whole, raw nuts, grains and

legumes. Once the water is
released, the nutrients recombine naturally to form a
smooth, creamy beverage
without the use of chemicals
or thickeners. Elmhurst

Milked Peanuts - Chocolate
has a simple ingredient list of
just filtered water, peanuts,
cane sugar, cocoa (Dutch processed), natural flavors and
salt.
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Dan Anco

Extension Peanut Specialist
Clemson University

All in all, 2017 was a welcomed
sight after two years of challenging weather back-to-back. Individual fields always vary, but for
the most part fairly frequent
rains were forgiving, temperatures generally didn’t remain excessively high, and South Carolina was spared the brunt of several hurricanes and tropical storm
systems. It was also nice to see
contract prices better than they
had been in 2016. South Carolina
acres were up this year at just
over 120,000 acres, and our state
average yield is looking to come
in around 4,000 lb/A.
Late Leaf Spot
Table 1. 2017 fungicide trial at Blackville, SC.

Late leaf spot pressure was higher again this year for many fields,
particularly many Virginia type
varieties. This is coming from a
number of different sources, and
while this will be one of the topics
we’ll visit more during our winter
meetings, one of the points to
mention now is how increased
acres of peanut production in the
state over the years has increased the availability of spores
for initiating infections in the
spring and summer. This means
that while some things stay the
same (think the value of rotating
away from peanut for multiple
years, two to three at a minimum, scouting and being vigilant
against volunteer peanuts), other
things will need to change if we
want to preserve yield productivity. Changing game plans is as
situational as anything, along the
lines of “if it ain’t broke don’t fix
it.” That being said, in two different fields where we had earlyseason and elevated late leaf spot
pressure combined with susceptible varieties (Gregory and Emery), starting a five-spray
straight Bravo/tebuconazole program at 45 days after planting
didn’t provide commercially acceptable control and had more
than 50% defoliation come digging time. Certainly, this same
program in a lower pressure field
combined with a less susceptible
variety (Georgia 06G) had less
than 5% defoliation at the end of
the season. Paired with a susceptible variety (Gregory) in a fourth
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test in the same lower disease
pressure field, Bravo and tebuconazole in a 6 spray program
had about 10% defoliation at the
end of the season. All this to say
that the same or very similar programs can perform quite differently under different pressures
and situations.
For high late leaf spot pressure
scenarios, adding a premium
product at 60 DAP often helped,
but it often wasn’t enough to prevent significant defoliation, typically also having defoliation in
and around 30%. In addition to
varietal resistance, crop rotation,
and early planting, one of the
things that helped against high
late leaf spot pressure was programs that had effective systemic
fungicide protection earlier than
60 DAP. In a season long Bravoteb program, applying 4.3 fl oz/A
Proline at 45 DAP (37% defoliation) typically had less defoliation
than programs that included one
to two applications of 10.7 fl oz/A
Provost Opti and/or 8 oz/A Elatus
at 60 and 90 DAP (> 58% defoliation) (high pressure field). In several high pressure tests on late
leaf spot, Elatus appeared to not
perform much better than Bravo
+ tebuconazole. Provost Opti wasn’t far behind Elatus in terms of
late leaf spot control but in some
cases was significantly better
than Elatus, making it still a
beneficial product to have as a
rotational chemistry class. Not
too long ago Elatus looked excel-

lent for managing late leaf spot,
so it is a bit sad to see it be less
effective in this year’s tests. Nevertheless, Elatus has maintained
excellent white mold activity and
continues to be a good tool for
managing white mold. Propulse
in-furrow at planting (followed by
a straight Bravo program, Table
1 below) was another treatment
with significantly reduced defoliation compared to a straight Bravo program, 28% defoliation with
Propulse in-furrow compared to
straight Bravo’s ~65% defoliation. Miravis is a new product
scheduled to become available in
2019. Since this is still another
year away from being accessible,
I won’t spend too much time on it,
but needless to say it is exciting
and has been looking exceptional
against late leaf spot in multiple
tests.
For many fields, particularly
when growing a susceptible variety, South Carolina is at the tipping point of regularly incorporating earlier fungicide applications into the management program. We saw volunteers with
late leaf spot lesions in the first
week of June in several fields,
which was about 28 DAP for
nearby peanuts. That means the
spores that caused those infections were around by at least 21
DAP. Does this mean we should
all start spraying at 21 DAP? No,
it does not, but it does illustrate
Continues on page 17

Late leaf spot
defoliation (%)
64.4
54.6

Grouping
A
A

White mold severity
(%)
12.9
2.4

Grouping
A
C

5.6

D

11.3

AB

4206.2

ABC

33.2

B

4.2

BC

4244.46

ABC

Propulse 13.7 fl oz/A in-furrow + Bravo program

28.0

B

15.3

A

4028.4

CD

Propulse in-furrow + Bravo program + Elatus at 60
and 75 DAP

23.4

BC

3.7

BC

4450.79

A

Propulse in-furrow + Bravo program + Miravis at 60
and 75 DAP

5.0

D

15.0

A

4295.91

ABC

Propulse in-furrow + Bravo program + Provost Opti
at 60 and 75 DAP

16.8

C

1.3

C

4443.21

AB

Program
Bravo (5 sprays at 24 fl oz/A)
Bravo program with Elatus 9.5 oz/A at 60 and 75
DAP
Bravo program with Miravis 3.5 fl oz/A at 60 and 75
DAP
Bravo program with Provost Opti 10.7 fl oz/A at 60
and 75 DAP

Yield (lb/A)
3762.93
4208.44

Grouping
D
ABC
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how earlier protection around 30
to 40 DAP could help prevent early infections, particularly if recent rotations have been skimpy
or volunteer peanuts are present.
Always good to know your field,
or someone else’s field for that
matter if you are the one managing it.
Varieties
In the past five years more than
11 commercial peanut varieties
have been released. After becoming released and named, it still
ends up taking another few years
to ramp up seed production
enough before new varieties become available to most growers.
That being said, our variety performance trial this year has some
familiar standbys and some newer ones that may not yet be
household names. Generally, all
the runners examined in this test
yielded greater, sometimes significantly greater, at 150 DAP than
they did at 139 DAP. The reverse
was often the case with the Virginia types, yielding substantially
better at 139 DAP than at 150
DAP (Table 2). Some of the top
performing runners included ACI
3312, FloRun 331, Georgia 12Y,
Georgia 16HO (high-oleic version
of Georgia 06G), and TUFRunner
297. All these varieties yielded
greater than 6000 lb/A at 150
DAP. For the Virginia types,
there were no significant differences between varieties in this
trial at the 139 DAP timing, with
all varieties yielding well between 5000 and 5500 lb/A. So far
Bailey II, the high-oleic version of
Bailey, has been looking very
similar with respect to disease
performance as the original Bailey, with Bailey II showing a
slight yield advantage over Bailey in several tests (only about
100 lb/A here).
Table 3 summarizes this year’s
disease screen trial (fungicide
inputs limited to three Bravo applications). The varieties in the
grouping with the least late leaf
spot defoliation were TifNV-High
O/L, FloRun 157, ACI 1501, Georgia 12Y and ACI 2070 (all < 27%
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defoliation). All Virginia types
examined were in the upper
grouping for defoliation, as was
ACI 1850, TUFRunner 511, FloRun 107 and Georgia 13M (all >
72% defoliation). White mold
pressure was fairly low in this
trial, not exceeding 8% severity.
For tomato spotted wilt, most varieties had 10% or less stunting
in this trial. The grouping with
Market type
Runner

Variety
ACI 3312
ACI 789
AU-NPL 17
FloRun 107
FloRun 157
FloRun 331
Georgia 06G
Georgia 09B
Georgia 12Y
Georgia 13M
Georgia 14N
Georgia 16HO
TUFRunner 297
TUFRunner 511
TifNV-High O/L

Virginia

Bailey II
Bailey
Emery
Sullivan
Wynne
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the most TSW stunting included
FloRun 157 (33% stunting) and
TUFRunner 511 (26% stunting).
The second highest grouping also
contained ACI 789 (25% stunting)
and ACI 2070 (20% stunting).
Back to thinking about late leaf
spot management, how much a
particular management plan
might need to be changed de-

pends a lot on field pressure, and
as we can see from the variety
disease performance data, how
susceptible each grown variety is
to the disease as well. I look forward to seeing many of you during our production meetings this
winter.

Yield (lb/a) 139 DAP
5936.38
4012.83
5464.43
4660.95
4353.93
6031.15
4348.08
5595.47
5978.44
4838
4347.07
6083.21
6022.54
5382.82
5615.09

Grouping
BCD
J
CDEF
HI
IJ
ABC
IJ
CDE
BCD
GHI
IJ
ABC
ABC
DEFG
CDE

Yield (lb/a) 150 DAP
6280.7
5246.73
5630.49
5204.95
4142.66
6291.75
4435.74
5623.9
6323
5480.23
4979.36
6664.83
6424.27
5851.84
5883.41

Grouping
AB
EFG
CDE
EFG
J
AB
IJ
CDE
AB
CDEF
FGH
A
AB
BCD
BCD

5412.57
5335.62
5085.88
5416.56
5106.99

A
A
AB
A
A

4938.34
4599.21
4256.58
4322.77
4420.67

AB
BC
C
C
C

Table 2 above. 2017 variety trial yields at Blackville, SC. and Table 3 below. 2017 disease screen trial performance, Blackville, SC.
Variety
ACI 1501
ACI 1850
ACI 1989
ACI 2070
ACI 3312
ACI 789
AU-NPL 17
Bailey
Bailey II
Emery
FloRun 107
FloRun 157
FloRun 331
Georgia 06G
Georgia 09B
Georgia 12Y
Georgia 13M
Georgia 14N
Georgia 16HO
Sullivan
TUFRunner 297
TUFRunner 511
TifNV-High O/L
Wynne

Tomato spotted
wilt stunting (%)

Grouping

Late leaf spot
defoliation (%)

Grouping

White mold severity (%)

Grouping

2.9
6.9
6.9
19.5
5.2
24.7
4.0
4.0
6.9
9.8
11.5
33.3
13.8
10.3
16.7
4.0
9.2
5.7
8.6
6.3
3.4
26.4
8.0
12.6

H
EFGH
EFGH
BC
FGH
B
GH
GH
EFGH
DEFGH
DEFG
A
CDE
DEFGH
CD
GH
DEFGH
FGH
EFGH
EFGH
H
AB
EFGH
CDEF

23.3
78.3
53.3
10.0
45.0
58.3
35.0
85.0
86.7
85.0
73.3
25.0
46.7
63.3
38.3
21.7
73.3
41.7
63.3
80.0
61.7
75.0
26.7
83.3

KL
ABC
EFGH
L
FGHI
DEFG
IJK
A
A
A
ABCD
JKL
EFGHI
BCDE
HIJK
KL
ABCD
GHIJ
BCDE
AB
CDEF
ABCD
JKL
A

0.8
1.7
2.5
1.7
4.2
4.2
3.3
0.0
1.7
0.8
0.0
1.7
0.8
2.5
7.5
0.8
0.8
0.0
2.5
0.0
3.3
0.8
7.5
0.8

B
B
B
B
AB
AB
AB
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
A
B
B
B
B
B
AB
B
A
B
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and average yield of those
yielding over 5,000 pounds
per acre (those participating
in the 5,000 Pound Club
Luncheon.)
The numbers
from 2017 will look much
more like 2014 than those
from 2015 and 2016.

David Jordan

Extension Peanut Specialist
NC State University

The 2017 growing season
brought us something that we
had not experienced for the
past two years – good weather
from start to finish. As I say
this I know this was not the
case for every farmer. We always have extremes in some
pockets with stress (generally
too much or too little rain)
around the state and region
each year. But unlike 2015
and 2016, this was not the
case as a whole. Rain in the
fall was limited and allowed
timely digging and combining
for most people, and at one
point people hoping for a
shower of rain to soften the
ground to make it easier to
dig experienced just that
(maybe a bit more than desired but nothing catastrophic). And as we went
through the month of October
the potential for frost damage
was low or non-existent. We
had a lot going for us in 2017
when it comes to weather and
most folks were able to capitalize on those conditions. In
one section of the Peanut Information series we include a
table (see table 1 here) with
average yield for the state,
average yield and range of
yield for people attending annual production meetings,

Just a few weeks ago I prepared a short column for Peanut Grower Magazine and in
that column talked about the
challenges some of us faced
with leaf spot control late in
the year. This is one example
of how, even though we had
an excellent crop in 2017, we
still need to be diligent and
learn from the past to make
the future better and less
risky. Across the peanut belt
we have an excellent stable of
plant pathologists who will be
working diligently to address
this issue with recommendations for 2018. I also mentioned concerns about contract prices in 2018 when we
come off of an excellent crop,
one with high yields per acre
with a lot of acres planted.
We encourage folks to look at
realistic yield potential, cost
of production, and price to
hone in on net return (see example in Table 2). Grow the
most economical crop, but
keep in mind that poor rotations catch up with all of us.
I’m in the process of helping
prepare a book chapter on the
history of peanut production
in the Virginia-Carolina region. In doing so I prepared 3
graphs. One provides yields
for peanut since 1909 along
with the number of acres in
North Carolina (this will also
be on the front cover of 2018
Peanut Information.) I also
created a graph showing
acres in North Carolina,
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South Carolina and Virginia
along with yields and approximate contract prices. The
contract prices are from my
records and are not official by
any yardstick but are from
discussion early during each
year as shellers and farmers
begin to negotiate.
These
graphs reflect some of the major changes we have seen in
the region since the turn of
the last century and the major changes in the “recent
era” (following the 2003 farm
bill.)
This information informs us in a number of ways.
First, our efficiency has increased dramatically.
Improvements in varieties,
availability of other technology (plant protection products,
equipment and mechanization), knowledge (through research and observations), and
soil resources and rotations
have made a big impact. Secondly, they represent the significant contributions of

breeding efforts in the region
historically and from NC
State more recently. As many
of you know Dr. Isleib is retiring this spring and he will be
missed both for his wit and
the varieties he released.
This graph is another reminder of his legacy and contributions to peanut growers in the
region. Finally these tables
and figures remind us of how
things change in the long
term (Figure 1 on page 19
with yields and acres since
1909), the mid-term (changes
in acres in the V-C since the
early 2000s), and changes
from year to year (Table 1
with yields from 2014-2016).
Change is inevitable but can
be hard to handle in the moment. However, change is often a good thing. Of course
we would like Dr. Isleib to
hang around the peanut
patch for another decade or
so. This particular change
will certainly be a little rocky.

Table 1. Peanut yield (pounds/acre) during 2014, 2015, and 2016
Year

State Average

Grower Meetings
Participants

5000
Pound Club

2014

4,320

4,860 (3,600 to 6,400)

5,660

2015

3,400

4,080 (0 to 5,700)

5,700

2016

3,450

3,840 (0 to 5,740)

5,540

Table 2. Net Return ($/acre) at $470/ton
Total Cost of Production ($/acre)
Peanut Yield (pounds/
acre)

750

800

850

3000 (1.5 tons)

-45

-95

-145

3500 (1.75 tons)

73

23

4000 (2 tons)

190

4500 (2.25 tons)
5000 (2.5 tons)

900

950

1000

-195

-245

-295

-27

-77

-127

-177

140

90

40

-10

-60

308

258

208

158

108

58

425

375

325

275

225

175

Net Return ($/acre)
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Craig Partin North Carolina
State Fair Contest Winner
Unroll crescent dough into a rectangle onto cookie sheet. Press
dough perforations to seal
dough.
Spread the peanut butter mixture
down the center of the dough
about 3 1/2 inches in
width. Layer the banana slices
over the peanut butter layer.

Spicy Peanut Butter and
Banana Breakfast Braid
Braid Ingredients:
2/3 cup creamy peanut butter
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 8 oz. pkg. refrigerated crescent
dinner rolls
1 large banana, cut into 1/4-inch
slices
1/4 cup chopped peanuts
1 egg, beaten
Glaze Ingredients:
1/2 cup powdered sugar
1/4 medium banana, mashed
Pinch of cayenne pepper
2 tablespoons milk

Directions:
Heat oven to 375 degrees. Spray
a cookie sheet with cooking
spray. In a medium bowl, stir together peanut butter, brown sugar
and cayenne pepper until well
mixed.

North Carolina 2018 Peanut Producer Meetings Schedule
February 5
February 5
February 7
February 12
February 12
February 16
February 19
February 21
February 23
February 26
February 26

Hertford County
Chowan/Gates/Perquimans
Edgecombe/Nash
Bertie
Martin/Washington
Southeastern Counties
Wayne, Wilson
Duplin/Sampson
Pitt
Northampton
Halifax

9:00
Noon
Noon
10:00
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
12:00
9:00
Noon

Winton
Crossroads
Kingsboro Rd, Rocky Mount
Windsor
Williamston
Elizabethtown
West Farm, Fremont
Kenansville
Greenville
Jackson
Halifax

Cut the long sides of the dough
rectangle into 1-inch diagonal
strips. Fold the strips
alternately over the peanut butter
filling. Sprinkle chopped peanuts
over the top of the braided dough
and press in lightly. Brush beaten
egg over top and sides of dough.
Bake 15 to 20 minutes or until
golden brown. Let cool.
In a small bowl, whisk together
the glaze ingredients until smooth.
Drizzle glaze over top of braid.
Servings: 8

OTHER WINNERS

2nd Yvonne Payton-Davis
Peanut Butter Stuffed French
Toast with Nutty Pig Candy
3rd Lisa Raschke
Peanut Butter and Jelly Pop
Tarts
Honorable Mention:
Jonathan Edwards
Peanut Butter and Banana
Waffles
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ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

2017 Peanut Leadership Class in Lubbock, Texas

EVERYONE LOVES A FAIR!
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